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Parent Handbook 

Woodland Montessori School admits students of any race, religion, and national 
or ethnic origin. We believe diversity of backgrounds adds to the richness of the 

program. Woodland Montessori School has no religious affiliation. 
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Introduction 

Woodland Montessori School was established in 1981 to present the 

Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) philosophy to children ages 

2.5 to 6 years. Maria Montessori founded the Association Montessori 

Internationale as the governing body to assure quality Montessori 

education worldwide. 

Our hours are from 7:30 

am to 5:30 pm. We follow a 

school year calendar similar to 

Spokane Public Schools. We 

provide a Montessori 

atmosphere all day. Children 

are free to choose Montessori 

work throughout the day.  

At Woodland, the development of a community within each 

classroom is very important. For this reason, all children attend class five 

days a week from 8:30 am to 12:00 pm. At the ages of five & six(usually a 

child’s third year), children are encouraged to attend all day (from 8:30 

am to 3:00 pm). During afternoons, these older children are able to 

do more  complex, advanced activities.  

Woodland’s program is a 3 to 4 year commitment. We count on

having children grow within the classroom community with opportunities 

to feel the roles of “youngest,” “middle-aged,” and finally, “old and wise!” 

We do not wish to accept children for enrollment who do not intend to 

remain for the entire cycle through their kindergarten year.  
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AMI Philosophy 

In order to allow children to develop emotionally, physically, and 

intellectually at their own pace, Woodland’s Montessori classrooms are 

engineered to provide freedom of movement and a wide selection of 

activities. Within a framework of respect for the rights of others, the child 

learns to take responsibility for his/her own actions and learning.  

The Guide’s job is to observe the child, to prepare the environment 

to meet each child’s needs, to guide the child in the use of the learning 

materials, and to be a positive role model in facilitating interpersonal 

relationships.  

Ultimately, the goal of a Montessori education is to foster the 

development of a fully integrated personality in each child. Education is 

not considered a separate event in life, but a preparation for life itself.  
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Curriculum 

Practical Life: 

These are familiar activities, 

common to home life, which the child 

learns to perform as complete tasks, 

from beginning to end. Practical Life 

skills include: pouring liquids, polishing 

mirrors and metals, scrubbing tables 

and chairs, washing cloths and dishes, 

carrying objects, mopping spills, 

preparing food, water plants, and 

fastening clothes.  

Sensorial: 

In these activities, various sensory elements are isolated and 

identified, including shape, size, color, smell, texture, and weight. 

Examples of Sensorial materials are: bells, cylinder blocks, sound cylinders, 

touch tablets, smelling bottles, color tablets, sorting cloths, the pink tower, 

the geometry cabinet, etc.  

Mathematics: 

A guiding precept in developing understanding of mathematics is 

Maria Montessori’s caution: “Never give the mind more than the hand 

can handle.” Math concepts are conveyed through the use of spatial 

materials, such as the number rods and golden bead materials, which 

show quantities from one unit up to 9,999.  
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With these activities, children gain concrete understanding of addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, and division. This early manipulative practice 

prepares the child for later abstractions.  

Language: 

Speaking, writing, and reading are strongly emphasized within the 

classroom. The Guide takes care to speak clearly, often slowly, to 

encourage understanding and attention. The sounds of the alphabet and 

the look of letters are often fascinating to the youngest children. This 

intrinsic interest is encouraged with materials such as a moveable 

alphabet and sandpaper letters. Children first learn to write their own 

words using phonetic keys, and then their own sentences and stories. It 

then follows naturally 

that they discover 

the same rules apply 

to other’s work. Most 

five year olds 

eventually begin to 

read other’s stories 

as well as their own.  

Culture and More: 

Art, music, botany, zoology, history, and geography are also 

introduced, not as separate subjects but as integral parts of the child’s 

exploration of the world and language.  




































